A Tribute - The Konno Shigeru Collection of Yagi Kazuo

[ was still small back then, even before starting primary school, but I remember well a man of strong build occasionally
seen around in our house on Gojozaka in Kyoto. His name was Konno Shigeru (1934 - 2011) originally from Tohoku,
North—East part of Japan. He was kind and gentle to me and my younger brother, often taking us for a stroll around
Kiyomizu temple. It was a joyous memory that I still cherish.
Tanida Masako, his eldest daughter, told me how her father was proud of himself because ‘Maestro Yagi, who was
normally reluctant to take apprentices, eventually accepted him despite he resisted in the beginning”. From what 1
heard from my mother, [ knew that Mr Konno was attending the Potter’s Training School next door to our house. 1
sometimes saw him, with his soiled hands with slip, talking to my father during a lunch break. Then he stopped
coming to our house before [ was aware. [ just presumed that he went back home having finished his training course.
Time went by with no knowledge of what had happened to him, until later I was told that he had to abandon his dream
to become a potter because the injury to the cervical spine disabled him to move his hands properly.
Soon after reaching the age of 20, I started my apprenticeship with my father helping him in his work but sadly I lost
him three years later. I struggled to regain myself to move on but gradually managed to apply myself to work out my
own style in ceramics, which led me to show the outcome in a solo exhibition at a gallery in Tokyo. There a man came
to talk to me who had a recognisable face and a calm voice that immediately reminded me of someone I know. Mr
Konno in person was in front of me. He was nostalgically talking about the old days in Kyoto. Since our reunion, he
never missed a single exhibition I held in Tokyo, even when he was not in good form, much to my grateful surprise.
Then one day he stopped coming and the news of his death reached me, which struck me with shock and filled me with
great sorrow. [ felt the loss for quite a while.
Now for the first time, I have learnt that Mr Konno had been collecting the works of Yagi Kazuo in such a scale, filling
in every corner of his room with numerous works of my father, like a treasure box, including objét—yaki made around
1964 and more domestic wares for daily use. I was so touched by Mr Konno’s heartfelt dedication towards my father,
Yagi Kazuo.

My sincere thanks go to the late Mr Konno Shigeru as well as to his family who shared with us a posthumous
recognition of the Konno Shigeru collection of Yagi Kazuo, and all who made this tribute exhibition possible at

Nakacho Konishi Arts.

Yagi Akira
Spring 2017
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